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Breaking News 

Update Your Arbiter 

There are still some referees that don’t have a picture 

or phone number in Arbiter. Some of your pictures are 

questionable; please use a good picture so your fellow 

referees can identify you. 

As you know you will “not” be assigned games until 

Arbiter is updated properly. 

http://nocraweb.weebly.com/index.html 

CSL Rule Changes 

The rules have changed. CSL now allows “loaned” 

players. Please review this rule before you do any 

games. 

http://nocraweb.weebly.com/csl-rules-summary.html 
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SCSDL (Southern California Development League) Fields 

We have two fields this year. If you would like to do games for SCSDL you need to review the 

rules and complete the form saying you understand the rules. 

http://nocraweb.weebly.com/scdsl-rule-summary.html 

300 to 400 New Games This Season 

Plan on doing lots of games this season, NOCRA picked up 7 new fields! 

President’s Update 

Welcome to the 2012-2013 Coast Soccer League Season begins on September 8.  The Coast 

Soccer League season is upon us and NOCRA’s primary concern is to assign referees in good 

physical condition and in good standing. All referees are obligated to be in good physical 

condition, eat nutritious foods, and rest accordingly prior to their scheduled games. 

We have been mentoring and observing referees over the last 4 weeks in preparation for 

league play. We will use your USSF Grade Level, our observations and ratings to complete 

your rating for the start of this season. We want to make sure that each referee is assigned to 

the proper games. Please contact us (http://nocraweb.weebly.com/rating--observation-

program.html) so we have an understanding of the level of games you feel you can 

comfortably and confidently handle. 

Referees must know/understand/apply the Laws of the Game based on game experience 

to protect players and enjoy the soccer game. 

NOCRA’s new look has prepared a Referee Youth/Adult Mentor Program for referees that 

are a grade 8, 7, or 6. The Referee Youth/Adult Mentor Program is good for any USSF soccer 

referee to officiate all youth and adult levels. Be well rounded to understand what works for 

a player(s) from ages 8 to 75 years of age. A referee will require a lot of time investment to 

understand the game tactics and game environment. 
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Your membership is important to NOCRA; let us assist you to have a chance to be 

observed/evaluated from an experienced USSF referee. This kind of feed-back is very 

valuable and can only help your game management skills improve. All referees can benefit 

from the Observation Program. No matter how many years a soccer referee has been 

officiating, all referees can learn from an experienced referee game. Proper steps must be 

taken to work as a 1, 2, or 3 referee system diagonal. It is fun, exciting, and challenging if 

proper steps are taken. 

I encourage all active NOCRA USSF referees to ask for field site referee input. 

Good Luck on the pitch and hope you enjoy the New NOCRA look. 

Raul “Rudy” Gonzalez 

President 

New Rating System 

Rating & Observation Program 

Every year the Board struggles with assigning the “right” ratings to our referees, the 

membership doesn’t fully understand the rating system and the process to be upgraded, or 

downgraded! 

The new Rating & Observation Program (ROP) is designed to properly assign a “rating” to 

referees to insure they are doing the right level games. The complete process is an “open 

book” and can be reviewed at anytime. Observations are not an “assessment”; that is the 

Assessor & Instructor’s job. 

Our goal is to have everyone observed many times throughout the season. This will allow 

every referee to opportunity to have many different people give input to determine a rating, 

not just a few. With all the observations going on, referees don’t have to wait until the next 

year to have their rating changed which gives everyone the ability to move up throughout 

the season. 
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Benefit: 

• Place the right referees on the right games 

o The team and coach get a competent referee 

o The ref feels confident in doing the game 

• Allow referees the ongoing ability to get better games based on their ability 

o Not just once a year, but on going 

• Identify areas where the instructor can focus on training across the complete 
membership  

• Utilize our “seasoned” referees’ experience to help improve the overall organization  

The Process: 

• A form will used to record the observation 

• The Observation Committee will identify and approve observers 

• Training of the observer will be done to insure “consistency” across all observations  

• Observers will observe the game set they are doing 

o They can also take the time to observe other games 

• ROP Committee: (you can address any issues, ideas, problems, etc. with them) 

o Dan S. (chair / coordinator) 

o Lee E. 

o Raul G. 

o Connor D. 

What an Observer Looks for in a Game: 

• Center Referee:  

o Positioning 

o Communication 

o Fitness 

o Foul recognition 

o Game play and game management 

o Mechanics 
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• Assistant Referee:  

o Proper mechanics 

o Positioning 

o Fitness  

o Communication 

o Offside and foul recognition 

New Rating System: 

• Previous system only had one rating level 

• Now, the systems have one rating for the Center and one for the AR 

• Experience should be the ability to officiate a cup final at that competitive level 

• All referees have been assigned a new rating and will be notified before 8/8/12 

• If you would like your rating changed please complete this 
form http://nocraweb.weebly.com/rating--observation-program.html 

Dan Sheppard 

Vice President 

Treasurer’s Update 

Tournament season is a busy time for the Treasurer, with about 100 checks to be prepared for 

the referees doing the August tournaments.  Fortunately, the NOCRA bank account usually 

has enough in it so we can give you your checks before the tournament organizer sends 

payment to NOCRA.  You can pick up your check at the next NOCRA meeting on Tuesday, 

September 4.  If you can't attend the meeting, I will mail you your check, but make sure your 

current address is in Arbiter. 

NOCRA dues are 8% of your game fees, up to a maximum of $75 per year.  Dues are 

deducted from your checks.  A statement will accompany your check that shows all game 

fees and dues.  Thank you for being a NOCRA referee. 

Marty Kay 

Treasurer 
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Thank You for the Memories 

I'll make this brief for a few reasons:  Not many will read it, and, old news should remain in the 

background.  However, I would like to thank the Board and the general membership for all 

the support the board and I have had over all these years, under my leadership.   

Yes, THE KING IS DEAD...LONG LIVE THE KING.  We have new leadership now (I'm still the past 

president, and on the Board), and I exhort all members to support NOCRA and gear up for 

an adventurous new season of fun and games as we, NOCRA, have never seen.  Yes, we 

are demanding stronger and more responsible participation from you, because, we, 

NOCRA, have finally arrived.   

So, forget all the self-doubts and negativity and join in to make NOCRA one of the BEST 

referee associations...this side of the Rockies.  Open your availability on Arbiter, read the rules 

set up for leagues, get physically in shape and enjoy your profession as the arbitrator, the 

referee in charge.  God bless you all. 

Armen Keuilian 

Past President 


